34              SOME NOTES ON BOOKBINDING

tools are pressed through the gold and, where the im-
pression has been,, the gold remains, and the surplus is
wiped off. To letter books with handle letters needs
skill in the stamping and taste in the arrangement.
There is always the question of how best to arrange
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the lettering of a long title in the very small space
that is often available on the spine of a book, and
words often have to be split to enable letters of a reason-
ably large size to be used. No one likes splitting words,
but the alternative of using letters so small that they are
illegible is often far worse than a reasonable turning
over of a long word. Librarians when ordering the
lettering on individual books will save the binder much
trouble, and the library much expense, if they will keep
the lettering as concise as possible. It is often helpful to
use obvious contractions, as this allows the binder,to use
larger letters with the net result that the title, although
contracted, is more legible than if it had been set out in
full in a smaller letter. While some finishers get very
skilful in the use of handled letters, this method of
lettering of necessity" takes some time, and when a num-
ber of similar books are to be lettered at one time, time